
Fall ‘16 

 

PHRD 5071, Acute Care Pharmacy Medicine 

Bienville 350 

 

I. Course Coordinators/Instructors 

Savannah Posey, PharmD, BCPS 

Bienville 123 

Phone:  318-342-3176 

Email:  posey@ulm.edu(preferred contact) 

Office hours:  Mon. –Thurs. 8-11; or by apt  

 

Stephen Hill , PharmD 

Bienville 117 

Phone: 318-342-1730 

Email: shil l@ulm.edu 

Office hours: Mon.-Thurs. 1-4; Fri. by apt 

 

Liz Lafitte, PharmD, BCPS 

Shreveport campus 

Phone: 318-632-2007 

Email: lafitte@ulm.edu  

Office hours: Mon.- Fri. 1-3pm, or by apt 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. Course Description 

This course will  give in depth coverage of acute care medicine topics.  This course is geared toward pharmacy 

students interested in inpatient pharmacy practice or residency. 

 

II. Course Prerequisites/Co-requisites 

Enrollment in this course requires  prerequisites: PHRD 4058, PHRD 4074, and PHRD 5000. 

 

III. Curricular Objectives and Outcomes 

http://www.ulm.edu/pharmacy/mpa.html 

 

Communicate Effectively. 

9. Read, write, speak, l isten, and use data, media, and computers to send and respond effectively to 

communications for varied audiences and purposes. 

Appropriately Manage and Use Resources of the Health Care System. 

12. Ensure efficient, cost-effective util ization of human, physical, medical, informational, and technological 

resources in patient care. 

 

Identify, Interpret, and Evaluate Literature Needed for the Provision of Drug Information and Pharmaceutical 

Care 

13. Define the question that needs to be answered 

14. Distinguish among lay, professional, and scientific l iterature. 

17. Evaluate l iterature source validity. 

20. Draw appropriate conclusions from research results  

mailto:shill@ulm.edu
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 Think Critically 

24. Identify, retrieve, understand, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information needed to make informed, 

rational, and ethical decisions.  

25. Solve complex problems that require an integration of one's ideas and values within a context of scientific, 

social, cultural, legal, clinical, and ethical issues.  

26. Display habits, attitudes, and values associated with mature critical thinking 

 

 Demonstrate Appropriate Interpersonal, Professional, and Ethical Behaviors 

 27. Maintain professional competence. 

  

 

IV. Course-Specific Objectives and Outcomes 

A. Systematically gather and generate relevant information using a variety of methods and research tools.  

B. Synthesize information in order to draw conclusions, hypothesize, conjecture alternatives, or decide a course of 

action. 

C. Make and defend rational, ethical decisions. 

D. For the disease states covered, the students should practice and refine the following abilities: 

i . Recommend appropriate non-pharmacologic therapy based upon patient- and disease-specific 

information. 

1. Identify appropriate patients to benefit from non-pharmacologic therapy. 

2. Non-pharmacologic therapy recommendations are based on patient-specific information (age, 

weight, height, l ifestyle, occupation, etc). 

3. Non-pharmacologic therapy recommendations are based on disease-specific information 

(pathophysiology, disease severity). 

ii . Recommend pharmacotherapeutic regimens based upon patient-, disease-, and drug-specific information. 

1. Identify correct drug, dose, route, frequency and duration. 

2. Drug dose, route, and frequency are justified based on drug-specific data (pharmacology, 

pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics). 

3. Drug dose, route, frequency and duration are based on patient-specific data (age, weight, renal 

function, hepatic function, history, signs and symptoms). 

4. Drug dose, route, frequency and duration are based on disease-state specific data 

(pathophysiology, disease severity). 

5. Recommendations include identifying endpoints for treatment based on the history of the 

underlying disease, desired clinical endpoints, and/or standard guidelines for therapy. 

6. If recommending IV therapy, an endpoint for IV therapy and guidelines for switching from IV to 

oral therapy (or other route) are provided. 

iii . Monitor pharmacotherapy for efficacy, toxicity, and adverse events. 

1. Monitoring parameters take into account drug specific data (pharmacology, pharmacokinetics, 

pharmacodynamics). 

2. Monitoring parameters take into account patient-specific data (age, weight, renal function, 

hepatic function, history, signs and symptoms). 

3. Monitoring parameters take into account disease specific data (pathophysiology, disease 

severity). 

4. Identify pertinent subjective and objective parameters for efficacy. 

5. Identify pertinent subjective and objective parameters for toxicity/adverse effects. 

iv. Educate patients and caregivers regarding the appropriate use of medications. 

1. State the name of the drug, dose, route, frequency and duration. 



2. Explain to the patient why the medication has been prescribed. 

3. Explain appropriate administration regarding drug usage, dosage, timing, technique, and missed 

doses. 

4. Explain expected response to therapy both subjectively and objectively. 

5. Explain potential adverse effects and their management. 

6. Explain potential drug interactions with the therapy as they apply to the specific patient. 

7. Summarize information as needed. 

v. Evaluate the appropriateness of patient-specific therapy and modify therapy as needed. 

1. Determine if the regimen includes the correct drug, dose, route, frequency and duration based 

on drug-specific data (pharmacology, pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics). 

2. Determine if the regimen includes the correct drug, dose, route, frequency and duration based 

on patient-specific data (age, weight, renal function, hepatic function, history, signs and 

symptoms). 

3. Determine if the regimen includes the correct drug, dose, route, frequency and duration based 

on disease-specific data (pathophysiology, disease severity). 

4. Justification is provided to support the evaluation, selection of the most appropriate drug and is 

based on drug-, patient-, and disease-specific data. 

5. Justification for ruling out other therapies is provided and takes into account drug-, patient-, and 

disease-specific data. 

6. Therapeutic plan is modified as needed (discontinuing inappropriate or ineffective drugs, 

selecting the most appropriate drug). 

 

V. Course Topics 

A. Hypertensive crisis  

B. Diabetic ketoacidosis/Hyperosmolar hyperglycemic state (DKA/HHS) 

C. Sepsis/Septic shock 

D. Antidotes 

E. Advanced cardiac l ife support/target temperature management (ACLS/TTM) 

F. Cirrhosis/portal HTN 

G. Asthma/COPD/ARDS  

H. Acute ischemic stroke 

I. Acute kidney injury (AKI)/acid base disorders  

J. Acute coronary syndromes (ACS) 

 

VI. Instructional Methods and Activities 

Students will  participate in active learning through grand rounds discussions, presentations, outside reading 

material, and group activities.  Grand rounds discussions will be conducted by the instructor and will  mimic real 

world “rounding” discussions that would be seen in APPE’s.  Presentations and group activities will be individualized 

based on weekly topics and can include, but are not l imited to, video presentations of medical procedures, medical 

supply demonstrations, and case presentations .  Scientific l iterature will  be reviewed to refine students’ drug 

l iterature evaluation abilities.  

 

VII. Course Evaluation and Grade Assignment: 

Weekly Quizzes  

Quizzes will  be given weekly every Monday on Moodle. Quizzes will  cover reading material assigned the week prior 

for the current week’s topic, specified by the instructor. Reading material s may include, but are not l imited to:  

journal articles, guidelines, and book chapters.  The student will  not be expected to read more than 2 assigned 

readings for each topic. You will  be allowed to drop the lowest quiz score. If you miss a quiz, this will  be counted 



toward your dropped quiz grade, unless you have a validated University approved excuse.  If so, you may make up 

the quiz on the last week of classes at a time convenient for professor and student. 

 

Midterm 

The midterm will  consist of a drug formulary review.  Groups will  be designated on the first week of class.  Each 

group will  be given a medication that needs to be formally evaluated and presented to the “Pharmacy and 

Therapeutics Committee” for formulary addition/deletion at a given institution.  Students will  be given 4 weeks to 

complete this review and will  give a 10-15 minute presentation in class on why they would or would not want the 

given medication added to their institution’s formulary. 

 

Drug Information request 

Students will  be divided into groups and asked to complete a drug information request. The request will  be 

emailed to students during the week previous to presenting the drug info request. A request template and drug 

info guidelines from ASHP will  be available on Moodle for students use. 

 

Final  

Students will  be given a comprehensive patient chart and will  be required to write a comprehensive 

pharmacotherapeutic note (SOAP) from the information provided in the simulated chart.  More detailed 

instructions will be given a week before the final exam. 

 

Participation – 

Students are expected to complete assigned reading material  prior to each class. The grade for student 

participation will be determined based upon each student’s preparation for  class and contribution to class 

discussions as follows and is solely left up to the discretion of the class instructor for that class period.  

91-100% - Consistently contributes quality information during each class 

81-90% - Regularly contributes quality information during the majority of classes  

61-80% - Intermittently contributes quality information OR only low quality information is contributed  

0-60% - Does not contribute information during most discussions OR contributions hinder class discussions  

 

Course Requirements Percent of Final Grade 

Weekly Quiz (90 points) 20% 

Midterm Formulary Addition Project (100 points) 25% 

Drug Information question (50 points) 10% 

Final- Patient Chart SOAP note (100 points) 25% 

Participation (100 points) 20% 

 

**Final exam and/or quizzes will  not be given early. 

 

Grading Scale 

 

  89.5% - 100%        = A 

  79.5% - 89.4%       = B 

  69.5% - 79.4%       = C 

  59.5% - 69.4%       = D 

  Below   59.4%       = F 

 

 

VIII. Course Policies and Procedures 



 

TEXTBOOKS None 

Instructor will  provide reading material  as needed 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY:  

 

 MAKE-UP POLICY:  Each student is expected to read supplemental material during the assigned week and turn in all  

assignments on time.  If a student cannot do so, he/she must speak directly with the course coordinator as soon as 

possible and a determination will  be made as to whether the assignment will  be able to be made up.  Due to the 

nature of some assignments, make-up assignments may not be possible, so an alternate form of assessment 

(including by not l imited to writing assignments or examinations) may be employed.  

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  Students must observe the ULM publi shed policy on academic dishonesty (See pages 10 and 

11 in the ULM Student Policy Manual: http://www.ulm.edu/studentpolicy/ ).  All  suspected cases of academic 

dishonesty will  be reported, as described in the Manual.  Consequences for academic dishonesty (cheating and/or 

plagiarism), as defined in the Manual, WILL include obtaining a 0 (zero) for the assignment/exam.  Additionally, the 

student may fail  the course and/ or be placed on academic probation or suspension.   

 

 In addition, students must observe the ULM College of Pharmacy Code of Ethical and Professional Conduct 

(http://rxweb.ulm.edu/pharmacy/policies/copcodeofconduct.pdf ) and the Dress Code 

(http://rxweb.ulm.edu/pharmacy/studentinfo/default.html  ). 

 

**All assignments are to be completed independently unless explicitly stated otherwise.** 

 

 COURSE EVALUATION POLICY:  At a minimum, students are expected to complete the on-line course evaluation as 

well as any evaluation administered in class by the College of Pharmacy. 

 

 STUDENT SERVICES:  Information about ULM student services, such as Student Success Center 

(http://ulm.edu/cass/), Counseling Center (http://ulm.edu/counselingcenter/), Special Needs 

(http://ulm.edu/counselingcenter/special.htm) and Student Health Services, is available at the following Student 

Services web site http://ulm.edu/studentaffairs/ 

 

 Students with special needs requiring accommodations MUST follow the process described at 

http://rxweb.ulm.edu/pharmacy/student/specialneeds.pdf .  

   

Mental Wellness on the ULM Campus  

If you are having problems with emotional, social, and/or behavioral issues please call any of the mental health 

clinics on the ULM campus to make an appointment. All  services are free to ULM students, staff, and faculty, and 

are strictly confidential. 

 COP Office of Student and Professional Affairs:  342-3800 

 ULM Counseling Center:  342-5220 

 Marriage and Family Therapy Clinic:  342-5678 

 Community Counseling Center:  342-1263 

 ULM HELPS (Helping Educators and Learners Prevent Suicide) Project Office:  342-1335 

The University of Louisiana at Monroe strives to serve students with special needs through compliance with 

Sections 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. These laws mandate that 

postsecondary institutions provide equal access to programs and services for students with disabilities without 

http://www.ulm.edu/studentpolicy/
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creating changes to the essential elements of the curriculum. While students with special needs are ex pected to 

meet our institution's academic standards, they are given the opportunity to fulfi l l learner outcomes in alternative 

ways. Examples of accommodations may include, but are not l imited to, testing accommodations (oral testing, 

extended time for exams), interpreters, relocation of inaccessible classrooms, permission to audiotape lectures, 

note-taking assistance, and course substitutions. 

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 prohibits sex discrimination against any participant in an educationa l 

program or activity that receives federal funds, including federal loans and grants. Furthermore, Title IX prohibits 

sex discrimination to include sexual misconduct, sexual violence, sexual harassment and retaliation. If you 

encounter unlawful sexual harassment or gender-based discrimination, please contact Student Services at 

318-342-5230 or to file a complaint, visit www.ulm.edu/titleix.  

COMMUNICATION WITH COORDINATORS AND INSTRUCTORS:  Open and frequent communication via email, 

phone, or face-to-face communication, is highly encouraged.  Your comments and suggestions can and will  be used 

to improve this and future offerings of this course. 

 

If you feel that you are having problems in the course, please approac h and discuss with the appropriate faculty 

member(s) as early as possible, to avoid complications later in the course that could impact your understanding of 

the material or your grade in the course. 

 

Per College of Pharmacy policy, concerns, comments, and suggestions should be discussed/submitted first to the 

individual instructor to which they pertain (or to the course coordinators, if the concern is with the course as a 

whole).  If not satisfactorily addressed, then that instructor’s Department Head shou ld be contacted, followed by the 

Associate Dean of Academic Affairs.  Following this communication “chain” is important to allow for appropriate 

resolution of issues and continuous quality improvement.   

 

 

**TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENT:  Students must check both Moodle and their Warhawk email at least once daily for the duration 

of this course (including on the weekends), as there are impromptu communications from the Instructor that will impact the 

direction some of their assignments will take.  Moodle and ExamSoft may be used by the instructors for quizzes and exams.** 
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Tentative Course Schedule  

The course coordinator reserves the right to adjust the schedule as needed, in accordance with University and College policie s 

and procedures.    

Meeting Day and Time: Monday 2p-3:50p in Bienville 350 

 

**The quizzes will  be available on Moodle/Exam Soft on Monday at 2:00pm unless otherwise stated in class 

 

Days Topic Weekly Discussion Quizzes 

August 22 Introduction to course 

Intro patient case 

  

August 29 (Hill) HTN crisis  Quiz #1 

September 5 Labor Day 

No Class 

 No Class 

September 12 (Lafitte) DKA/HHS  Quiz #2 

September 19 (Posey) Sepsis/Septic Shock  Quiz #3 

September 26 (Posey) Antidotes  Quiz #4 

October 3 (Posey) ACLS /TTM  Quiz #5 

October 10 Midterm  Midterm 

October 17 (Hill) Asthma/COPD/ARDS   Quiz #6 

October 24 (Lafitte) Cirrhosis/Portal HTN    Quiz #7 

October 31 (Storer) AKI/Acid Base disorders   Quiz #8 

November 7 Drug Info Question (Hill/Lafitte)   

November 14 (Hill) Acute Ischemic Stroke  Quiz #9 

November 21 (Lafitte) ACS  Quiz #10 

November 28 Final  Final 

December 5 Finals week   

 

 


