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Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes
Date: January 15, 2026
Time Called to Order: 12:30 pm
Location: Sandel 238 & MS Teams
Presiding: Hilary Tice, Faculty Senate President
Recording: Mark Johnson, Faculty Senate Secretary & Hilary Tice, Faculty Senate President
Senators Present: Brendan Rowley, Bruce Walker, Pat McGuire, James Boldin, Ross Couvillon, Heather Pilcher, Jason Ashby, JoEllen Showers, Jill Comeau, Josh Tolleson, Gregory Koers, Nancy Carey, Tyesha Hardy, Megan Broadway, Janelle McDaniel, Keith Jackson Adam Traweek, Mark Johnson and Hilary Tice.
Excused from Meeting: Paula Robinson, Leah Hawsey, Karen Traxler, Cliff Tresner
Guests. Wesley Welch, John Herrock, Shannon Banks, Keisha Chambless, Jamie Mondragon, Michael Lee, Vicki Crist and Elijah Mangum (KNOE).


Call to Order
Senator Tice called the meeting to order at 12:30 PM. Initial technical issues with audio were addressed using backup equipment.

Agenda Modification
Senator Tice proposed a modification to the agenda in light of recent community news, including removing unfinished business and adjusting discussion items.
· Vote: Unanimous approval (in person and online)
· Result: Modified agenda adopted


Participation Guidelines
Senator Tice reviewed meeting participation procedures for senators and guests, including:
· Two-minute speaking limit per comment
· Extensions subject to executive officer approval
· Voting procedures and order of deliberation

Approval of Previous Minutes
Minutes from the November Faculty Senate meeting were presented for approval.
· Vote: Unanimous approval
· Result: Minutes approved

Committee Reports
Academic Standards Committee
· No formal update.
· Plan to schedule a meeting to elect a chair and address committee business.
Constitution and Bylaws Committee
· Senator Tice reported the committee did not meet during the break.
· Awaiting guidance on whether subcommittees must comply with Open Meetings Law.
Elections Committee
· Senator McGuire reported that March elections are upcoming.
· Approximately half of the senators will need to either renew terms or stand for election.
· Committee chair will contact affected senators.
Faculty Handbook
· Senator Rowley reported discussions with the Provost regarding proposed revisions.
· Awaiting administrative guidance on requested changes.
Faculty Welfare Committee
· Previous discussions noted.
· Dean Pratte has provided a list of CAES committees that can be shared with the Senate if needed.
· Awaiting additional university committee information from the Provost.

Identification of Committee Chairs
Senator Tice invited volunteers for committee chair positions:
· Academic Standards Committee: No volunteers
· Constitution and Bylaws Committee: No volunteers
· Fiscal Affairs Committee: No volunteers
Outcome: Committees will select chairs independently outside the meeting.

New Business & Announcements
1. Emeritus Nominations
· Policy reminder: self-nominations and advocacy are not permitted.
· Senators encouraged to inform departments and colleges.
2. Staff Senate Collaboration
· Staff Senate developing a university-wide survey on administrative performance.
· Survey to be shared with Faculty Senate and posted via Canvas for senator feedback.
· Results to be returned to Staff Senate.
· Option to involve Faculty Welfare Committee remains open.
3. President Q&A Session
· Staff Senate planning a Q&A with President Castille (tentatively February 4).
· Session limited to staff.
· Faculty Senate may request a separate faculty Q&A if desired.
4. Dean Search – College of Pharmacy
· Position posted December 17.
· Applications under review; on-site interviews anticipated mid-spring.
· Search committee chaired by Dr. Dean Pratt.
· Committee membership includes faculty, staff, students, and external pharmacists.

Open Forum
No comments were raised by senators or guests.

Adjournment
· Motion to adjourn: Senator McGuire
· Second: Senator Couvillon
· Vote: Unanimous
· Meeting adjourned: 12:58 PM

