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HEATHER PILCHER :  COORDINATOR OF                 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Heather Pilcher began working in the ULM Library’s     
Circulation department in the spring of 2002.  While  
working in the library, she earned her M.S.L.S. from the  
University of North Texas and an M.A. in History from 
ULM.  In July of 2012, she was hired as tenure-track     
faculty in the Reference department. Pilcher became the     
Interim Coordinator of Special Collections in the spring of 
2016 with the position becoming permanent in 2017. ULM 
Library is also proud to announce that Pilcher was granted 
tenure in the summer of 2018.   
 
Pilcher is dedicated to researching and promoting history 
and has an extensive knowledge of both local and campus 
history. She self-published her first book, Beloved Home, 
in 2009.  Beloved Home is a young adult historical fiction 
novel set in 1905 in Monroe, Louisiana.   
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Two new charging stations were purchased courtesy of the 

ULM Student Government Association, and these have 

been utilized frequently since this summer. One is located 

on the first floor of the SUB, and the other is on the first 

floor of the ULM Library. The stations have Apple, Android, 

and Micro-USB charging cables. The stations read active 

ULM IDs, which will both lock down and secure the items, 

and also open the locker 

after use. The ULM Com-

puting Center is adminis-

tering the charging sta-

tions, and Wayne McDan-

iel in IT has said, “It’s a 

free, easy, and secure way 

for students, faculty, and  

staff to lock-up tablets 

and smartphones for 

charging”.   

CON’T HEATHER PILCHER: COORDINATOR OF 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

NEW CHARGING STATIONS 

Her second book, a         
pictorial history of Atlanta, 
Texas, Images of America: 
Atlanta, was published in 
2011 with Arcadia Publish-
ing.  Her most recent pub-
lication, a pictorial history 
of ULM titled: The Cam-
pus History Series: Uni-
versity of Louisiana Mon-
roe, came out in January 
of this year. 
 

Pilcher has been volunteer-
ing with The Family Prom-
ise of Ouachita program 
for several years.  She is 
also interested in animal 
welfare and enjoys spend-
ing time with friends and 
family, with the latter also 
including Bobby her 16 
year old Chihuahua and 
Francie her 4 year old 
Yorkie.   

RECREATIONAL READS 

Don’t forget that we 

have a collection of 

books you can check 

out and read for fun!  

See some of our  

newest books on the 

next page. 

Get  new book titles 

from Lisa, download 

book covers  and just 

change the pictures. 
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ULM LIBRARIANS ATTEND ARCHIVE      
WORKSHOP 

On Friday October 5th, ULM Special Collections Coordina-

tor Heather Pilcher and Reference Librarian Rebecca    

Yantis attended an archival workshop at ULL hosted by the 

Louisiana Historical Association.  In the workshop History 

Lost? Saving Louisiana’s Archival Heritage, topics            

discussed related to the threats to Louisiana’s archives, 

funding issues, and archival preservation.  Pilcher and  

Yantis hope to attend a series of workshops about archival 

preservation being offered during the spring of 2019. 

NEW BOOKS (FIRST 

FLOOR BY DOORS TO ELEVATOR) 

 

In His Father’s   
Footsteps                  
by Danielle Steel  

PS3569 .T33828   

 

 

Murder Beyond the 

Grave                         

by James Patterson  

HV6529 .P37 2018  

 

Juror #3                    

by James Patterson  

PS3566 .A822 J87 

2018  

 

The Forbidden Door 

by Dean Koontz  

PS3561 .O55 F65 

2018  

 

The First Love         
by Beverly Lewis  

PS3562 .E9383 F57 

2018  

 

 

Hippie                       
by Coelho Paulo  

PQ9698.13 .O3546 

H56 2018    

 

Leverage in Death  

by J. D. Robb  

PS3568 .O243 L49 

2018   
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ULM INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY               
AND LIBRARY TAKE ACTION ON                 

NOISE COMPLAINTS 

By: Maren Williams 

Recently we've seen some com-
plaints about noisy late-night 
crowds in the 1st floor computer 
lab area. The ULM Library and 
Information Technology (IT) 
are working on long-term strat-
egies to address the issue. For 
now, please let us know at the 
time that it's happening! Go to 
the Circulation desk and ask to 
speak with night supervisor 
Dennis Pruden, or call the desk 
at 342-1063. 

Long-term solutions are also in 
the works. We have rearranged 
and relocated some furniture 

in the lab area that tends to   
attract socializers rather than 
studiers. In the near future, IT 
will also add another lab on the 
2nd floor, which will likely be 
quieter due to its distance from 
the POD. Additionally, smaller 
groups of computers were 
moved to floors 3, 4, and 5, so 
there will be plenty of options 
for those needing  quiet. Floors 
4 and 5 are designated quiet 
floors and computers can be 
found on the bayou side. Also, 
new signage is on the way for 
placement around the elevators 
and the general area where the 
computers are located. 

ULM LIBRARY HIRES NEW LIBRARIAN 

Our newest Reference Librarian, John Swearingen received 

his Masters in Library Science at The University of North 

Texas in 2009. He has worked over 14 years in libraries and 

has been employed in academic libraries in Texas and in 

Qatar. Mr. Swearingen also worked as a medical librarian 

in North Carolina for Carolinas HealthCare System. This 

experience will serve him well as the new liaison librarian 

to Pharmacy and the Health Sciences. He also published a 

book in 2016 titled: Where is Sam Houston Buried? A Tour 

of the Gravesites of the Governors of Texas. 

https://www.amazon.com/Where-Houston-Buried-Gravesites-Governors-ebook/dp/B01MDO7X6N/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1539024426&sr=8-1&keywords=Where+is+Sam+Houston+Buried%3F+A+Tour+of+the+Gravesites+of+the+Governors+of+Texas
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Houston-Buried-Gravesites-Governors-ebook/dp/B01MDO7X6N/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1539024426&sr=8-1&keywords=Where+is+Sam+Houston+Buried%3F+A+Tour+of+the+Gravesites+of+the+Governors+of+Texas


Heather Pilcher, ULM Special Collections        

Coordinator, is happy to announce that the      

Gunby Letters Collection is now available for 

viewing through Louisiana Digital Library at  

http://louisianadigitallibrary.org/islandora/object/
ulm-gunbyletters:collection 

  

Gunby Letters Home is a collection of mostly letters, written home by the Gunby children, to their moth-

er, Ellen (1866-1933). Their father, Andrew A. Gunby (1849-1917), was a prominent lawyer and judge in 

the state of Louisiana. He was very active in both the community of Monroe and the state of Louisiana, 

especially as it related to education. Together, A.A. and Ellen Gunby raised five children: Edith (1886-

1978), George (1889-1962), Sarah (1891-1914), Olive (1893-1979), and Thomas (1897-1967). 

 

Thomas (1897-1967) was the fifth child of A.A. and Ellen. Most of the letters in this collection were writ-

ten by him, between the years 1915 to 1924. The major portion of his letters were written in France, dur-

ing WWI. Thomas retired as a Colonel from the Army in 1953. After his sudden death at the age of 69, 

the Northeast Louisiana community named a local dam in his honor. The Thomas S. Gunby Dam is   

located near Hebert, LA. Other letters in the collection were written by his siblings, Olive and George. 

LIBRARY FACULTY AUTHORS TO ATTEND 
ULM BOOK SIGNING 

GUNBY LETTERS LIVE ON LOUISIANA         
DIGITAL LIBRARY 

Come purchase a  
copy of  the book 
University of      
Louisiana Monroe, 
part of the Campus 
History Series. 
This book has a lot 
of forgotten details 
about our campus 
and includes pho-
tos that chronicle 

the  history of the ULM 
campus through the 
years. You may get a 
copy signed by authors 
Cyndy Robertson and 
Heather Pilcher. The 
book signing event will 
be during ULM's Art 
Crawl in Walker Hall on 
November the 1st from 
5:00 to 7:00pm. 
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http://louisianadigitallibrary.org/islandora/object/ulm-gunbyletters:collection
http://louisianadigitallibrary.org/islandora/object/ulm-gunbyletters:collection


Olive (1893-1979) was the fourth child of A. A. and Ellen. She graduated 

from Monroe City High School in 1907. She earned her B.A. from 

Tulane University in 1912 and her M.A.Ed. from Columbia University of 

New York City in 1916. She began her teaching career at Monroe Nor-

mal School as a third grade civics teacher that same year. She taught at 

the Ouachita Parish Grammar School from 1930 to 1959. 

George (1889-1962) was the second child of A. A. and Ellen Gunby. He 

graduated from Bingham Military Academy in Asheville, NC in 1904. 

He received his B.A. degree from LSU in 1909 and his M.A. degree in 

1910. George was admitted to the Louisiana Bar Association in 1916 and 

shortly after began practicing law in Monroe.  

NEW BOOKS (FIRST FLOOR 

BY DOORS TO ELEVATOR) 

 

Flight or Fright       

by Stephen King  

PS648 .H6 F55 2018  

 

 

Murder Beyond the 

Grave                         

by James Patterson 

HV6529 .P37 2018  

 

Safe and Sound       

by Fern Michaels  

PS3563 .I27 S24 

2018  

 

Echoes in the Walls 

by V. C. Andrews  

PS3551 .N454 E28 

2018  

 

Unshakable Hope   

by Max Lucado  

BV4501.3 .L83 2018  

 

 

Fearless                     

by Doug Pederson  

GV939 .P43 A3 2018  

 

 

Leverage in Death   

by J. D. Robb  

PS3568 .O243 L49 

2018   
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