Spanish for Educators 

Proposal for pilot program to address needs for linguistically diverse experiences for teacher candidates. 

Key personnel: 

· Dr. Ruth Smith (x1526)

· Dr. Chip Holloway (x1528)

· Dr. Lynn Clark (x1276)

Purpose: 

1. Provide first-hand experience of what it feels like to be a second-language learner (NCATE 4a.2a).

2. Incorporate second language acquisition theory into the curriculum in a meaningful way (NCATE 4a.2b) 

3. Create opportunities for teacher candidates to interact on a regular basis with linguistically diverse faculty and students (NCATE 4b.2)

4. Provide some basic tools to communicate with linguistically diverse student and community populations (INTASC multicultural proficiencies)

Format and Focus: The format for the pilot is based on the Reading Block I schedule, and could be adapted for full implementation. 

· One-hour weekly sessions introduce basic pronunciation, simple phrases that occur in educational settings, and language acquisition theory (approx 10 hours). 

· After initial introduction Foreign Language students will work with small groups of teacher candidates to practice language as part of program. 

· For at least one of the weekly sessions, Dr. Holloway will present a lecture on language acquisition theory. 

· Sessions for the pilot could be implemented as part of the CURR 450 Multicultural Curriculum course. (Course hours would be extended to 8:00 to 12:00 to include one hour of language instruction from 11:00-12:00).

· Those teacher candidates and faculty who wish additional instruction in Spanish can sign up for a Continuing Education course, Spanish for Educators, that will be taught concurrently with classroom pilot, but meet weekly in the evening for 2 hours. 

Needs: 

Funding for 10-hours of instruction by COAS graduate students ($500.00); The program was funded by the Dean of CEHD on 1/15/09. 

