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December, 2011




Letter from the President


Greetings to everyone as this calendar year comes to an end. I hope that your school year is going well.  





We have some exciting information for you about our 2012 NELATM Mini-Conference to be held March 10, 2012 at the University of Louisiana at Monroe. This year we have Greg Tang, a best-selling author and popular math educator, coming as our guest speaker. He will be conducting two different mathematics workshops. Each will be 90 minutes long allowing you to receive 3 hours of CLU credit.





Seating capacity is limited for this event, so I encourage you to register early in order to be assured a seat. We will record the order in which your registration with payment is received. We can accommodate between 300 and 350 participants, but we cannot guarantee that we will have an on-site registration. This event has already generated interest from people in New Orleans and Texas, so you certainly do not want to miss this exciting opportunity! 





I hope your holidays are happy ones and you are able to get the well-deserved rest that I'm sure each of you need.


 


Kathie Smart, NELATM President








NELATM Welcomes Greg Tang!


Greg Tang grew up in Ithaca, N.Y. He earned B.A. and M.A. degrees in Economics from Harvard, and later earned an M.A. degree in Math Education from New York University. He is certified as a middle school and high school math teacher.


Greg’s goal is to “give kids a better understanding of math, from counting all the way through calculus.” His first book The Grapes of Math was published in 2001 and became a New York Times best seller. Since then, he has written Math For All Seasons, The Best of Times, Math Appeal, Math-terpieces, Math Fables, Math Potatoes, and Math Fables Too.


“People often ask me, ‘Why do you write math books?’ The answer is simple. I want to make math easier for kids. When I look around, so many kids are doing math the hard way. They are counting when					(continued on page 2)





NELATM Christmas Meeting


Monday, December 12, 2011


4:45pm – 6:00pm





University of Louisiana at Monroe


Walker Hall 2-17


(previously the Administration Building)








Pamela Martin presents


“Holidays in the Classroom”


Need some fresh ideas to help generate a holiday atmosphere in the classroom? Join us as we learn to decorate a “tree” using mathematical patterns, use patterns to help count gifts, create art using data analysis, sing mathematical karaoke, and more.


Refreshments will be served, so please email Nancy Dever at �HYPERLINK "mailto:dever@opsb.net"�dever@opsb.net� if you plan to attend.





2012 Mini-Conference Information


When		March 10, 2012


		Check-In:	7:45 am


		Welcome:	8:15 am


		Session 1:	8:30am - 10:00am


		Session 2:	10:30am - 12:00pm





Where	University of Louisiana at Monroe


		Student Union Building Ballroom








Pricing if postmarked by 2/10/2012	


Member – $15


Non-Member – $20


Non-Teaching Student – $10


Pricing if postmarked by 2/24/2012 – $30


Pricing if postmarked after 2/24/2012 – $45








WIN $250


2012 Outstanding Mathematics Teacher Award


The recipient of NELATM’s Outstanding Mathematics Teacher Award will not only be nominated for the LATM Outstanding Mathematics Teacher Award, but will also be reimbursed for the NELATM Mini-Conference registration fee and will receive $250 to be used on classroom supplies or towards professional development. Download the nomination form at �HYPERLINK "http://www.nelatm.org"�www.nelatm.org�. 





…Greg Tang!		    (continued from page 1)


they could be adding, adding when they could be multiplying, and memorizing when they could be understanding. No wonder they think math is hard!”	


“In writing my books, I hope to show kids how fun and easy math can be when they learn to think about numbers and problems in smart ways. I use poems and pictures in all my books because I believe words and images have the power to communicate mathematical concepts quickly and clearly and at the same time connect math to a world of things - nature, science, art - that matter to kids. My goal is simple. Help kids become smart, well-rounded individuals who love to learn.”


Today, Greg is working to develop a more intuitive approach to teaching math, one that combines problem-solving and arithmetic and integrates math with language and art. He wrote the Go Fast Go FarTM mental math series and is creating a line of teaching materials that includes flash cards, math games, and workbooks. His math games NumskillTM and Numskill JrTM have been an instant hit with teachers and students, and his Smart SumsTM and Great TimesTM flash cards have been widely praised by both teachers and parents alike. Most recently, Greg has developed the fun, and some say addicting, Kakooma puzzle series.


To read more about Greg Tang, visit the sources for this article at �HYPERLINK "http://www.gregtang.com"�www.gregtang.com� and �HYPERLINK "file:///E:\\NELATM\\2012\\www.gregtangmath.com"�www.gregtangmath.com�. (














K





A





K





O





O





M





A



































Calling for NOMINATIONS for these officer positions:


President-elect


Vice President of High Schools


NCTM Representative


Email nominations to Kathie Smart at �HYPERLINK "../../../../Downloads/ksmart@ulm.edu"��ksmart@ulm.edu�





President			Kathie Smart


President-elect		Pamela Martin


Treasurer		April Picard


Treasurer-elect		Michael Broome


Secretary			Maribeth Holzer


Parliamentarian		Amanda Carter


Membership Chair		Telitha Doke


NCTM Representative	Pamela Martin


Webpage Editor		Beth Smith


Community Relations	Nancy Dever


VP of Colleges		Susan Burchfield


VP of High Schools		Pauline Hines


VP of K-8			Jean Tarava
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MAKE IT POSSIBLE!


NELATM NEEDS YOU!





NELATM cannot function without the time and talents of its Volunteers who have a deep desire to help and support mathematics educators so that they may best prepare students for the world we live in today. NELATM needs officers, membership recruiters, newsletter editors, media relations coordinators, and mini-conference planners and organizers to continue our mission.





Please consider volunteering so that NELATM can continue meeting the needs of our regional teachers. If you are interested, please email April Picard at �HYPERLINK "mailto:picard@ulm.edu"�picard@ulm.edu�. 
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